[Exposure of the facial recess through the ear canal. Value in posterosuperior retraction pockets (initial results)].
19 patients had surgery for progressive [17] and/or symptomatic [2] posterior attic retraction pockets involving the facial recess. Exposition of the suprapyramidal region was obtained after endaural incision by thinning the posterior wall of the ear canal and removing the posterior-superior portion of the tympanic sulcus. This technique is less complicated than intact canal wall tympanoplasty with mastoidectomy. Yet gives similar functional results. After a mean follow-up of 20.3 months, we have observed no residual cholesteatoma and no recurrent retraction pockets. Unlike posterior tympanoplasty, this technique makes it possible to meticulously remove the osteitic bone invariably found in the facial recess when there is infection of the retraction pocket.